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Maryland State Prison Population 2021

Maryland Inmate Characteristics
2021

Male 96%
Average Age 39.5

Average Sentence 
Length 21.6 years

Average Stay 8.5 years
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Percentage of the Population 
that is Black/ African American

Per Capita Cost of Incarceration
in Maryland

2015 (Vera 
Institute)

$44,601

2021 (DPSCS by 
institution)

$31,534 (MCTC) 
- $87,983 
(MCIH)
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Sources: Operations, Maryland Division of Correction, FY21, Institutional 
Summaries and Inmate Characteristics; The Vera Institute of Justice, The Price of 
Prisons: State Spending Trends



Significant Decreases in 
Incarceration and Arrests
Maryland Incarceration
(State/DPSCS Custody)
– Average Daily Population 

down 30% since 2012
– From 22,113 (2012)
– To 15,561 (2021)

Baltimore City Arrests
(Processed at Central 
Booking)
– Down 74% since 2012
– From 56,000 (2012)
– To 14,312 (2021)

Source: Managing for Results,  Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, 2022



Number of Citizens Returning to Baltimore City from 
State Correctional Facilities 

Fiscal Year Citizens
Returning to 

Baltimore    
2015 2,605

2016 2,518

2017 2,537

2018 2,495

2019 2,184

2020 1,992

2021 1,480

Total 15,811 

Annual average 2,259 

• 43% change (decrease) in 
number of returning 
citizens to Baltimore 2015 –
2021

• Corresponding to decrease 
in number of those 
incarcerated statewide and 
in number of arrests

• 33% of all returnees from 
State custody return to 
Baltimore (FY 2021)
Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and 
Correctional Services, Local Releases from State Custody 
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Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Service, Data Dashboard, Community Supervision: 
https://dpscs.maryland.gov/community_releases/DPSCS-Annual-Data-Dashboard.shtml





…(R)eturn to either the Division of Correction or the Division of Parole and 
Probation following sentencing for a new criminal offense, or return to the 
Department’s physical custody from parole or mandatory supervision due to 
violation of the conditions of release. 

Maryland Definition of Recidivism

Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Recidivism Report, November 2021



Release Year 1 year 2 year 3 year Cumulative

FY 2016 20.74% 10.54% 5.85% 37.13%

FY 2017 17.77% 13.62% 5.76% 37.15%

FY 2018 20.98% 12.28% 3.29% 36.55%

Recidivism rates from 2016 -2018 by return year

Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Recidivism Report, November 2021



Definition of Return - Technical Violation: 
“Return to custody from supervision for a hearing as a result of any of the 
violations of supervision that do not include a new arrest. Examples include 
failure to report, failure to work or go to school, moving or leaving the state 
without permission, testing positive to drugs/ alcohol, failure to comply with 
treatment, failure to pay fine, costs, and/or restitution.  Individuals may be 
released, or found guilty and revoked for a period of their remaining sentence.” 

Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Recidivism Report, November 2021



Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Recidivism Report, November 2021



< 26 26-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 65-75
2016 49% 41% 31% 30% 24% 13%
2017 47% 41% 34% 29% 23% 11%
2018 45% 40% 32% 31% 26% 18%
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Maryland Three-year Recidivism Rate by Age at Release and
Release Cohort 

Source: Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Recidivism Report, November 2021



Other findings 

• 68% of those released were released under 
some form of supervision (either mandatory 
as condition of release, parole, or 
continuation from prior return)

• More supervision = more returns for technical 
violations  

• Recidivism highest among those under age 26 
at release and decreases with age
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